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THE HISTORY OF NEW TESTAMENT TIMES IN 
PALESTINE. 

An Outline for Study, with Selected Bibliography and References for Reading. 



By S h a i l e r Mathews, 
The University of Chicago. 



PART I. 
INTRODUCTION. 

Smith, Dictionary of the Bible, article Palestine ; Hausrath, History of New 
Testament Times ; Geikie, The Holy Land and the Bible ; Stanley, Sinai and Pales- 
tine; ROBINSON, Biblical Researches in Palestine; Physical Geography of the Holy 
Land; Smith, Historical Geography of the Holy Land; Thompson, The Land and 
the Book; Conder, Tentwork in Palestine; Saunders, Lntroduction to the Survey of 
Western Palestine; Tristram, The Land of Lsrael; Topography of the Holy Land; 
Ritter, Comparative Geography of Palestine and the Sinaitic Peninsula; Merrill, 
East of the Jordan; Oliphant, The Land of Gilead ; Handbooks of Baedeker and 
Murray; the Publications of the Palestine Exploration Fund (Summary in Thirty 
Years' Work in the Holy Land); Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palaestina-Vereins. 

Maps. — Velde ; Clark, Bible Atlas ; Kiepert, Bibelatlas ; Menke, Bibelatlas ; 
Palestine Exploration Fund ; MacCoun, The Holy Land in History and Geography. 

§ I. 1. PALESTINE. 

Smith, 3-5, 45-90 ; Riggs, Studies in Palestinian Geography, Biblical World, 
Vols. IV, V; Stanley, 175-224. 

1. Names. 2. Extent. 3. Physical characteristics. 4. Chief physi- 
cal divisions : a) the Maritime Plain ; b) the Central Range ; c) the 
Jordan Valley ; d) the Eastern Range. 5. Climate and economic 
conditions. 

§2. 11. historical geography. 

Smith, 5-41; Staffer, 31-67; Henderson, Palestine, 149-69. 

1. The location of Palestine historically considered. 2. Chief local 
associations. 3. Chief political divisions in the time of Christ. 

§ 3. III. THE INHABITANTS OF PALESTINE. 

Dictionary of the Bible; Merrill, Galilee in the Time of Christ, 17-27, 48-81; 
Smith, 297-320, 323-41, 413-35; Benzinger, Hebrdische Archaologie, 56-83. 

1. Original. 2. Jews. 3. Samaritans. 4. Galileans. 5. The 
influence of Palestine on its inhabitants. 
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§ 4. IV. THE SOURCES OF THE HISTORY OF NEW TESTAMENT TIMES. 

Schurer, History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ, Div. I, Vol. I, 
35-166; O. HoLTZMANN, Neutestamentliche Zeitgeschichte, 10-56; MlELZlNER, Intro- 
duction to the Talmud; Madden, Coins of the Jews; Bloch, Vie Quellen des Flavius 
Josephus. 

i. i and 2 Maccabees. 2. Flavius Josephus. 3. Philo. 4. Apoc- 
alyptic writings. 5. Poetical literature. 6. The Mishna. 7. Numis- 
matics. 



PART II. 
THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF PALESTINE, 175 B. C. TO 70 A. D. 

I. 

THE MACCABEES. 

i and 2 Maccabees ; Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, xii-xiv, 4 ; Stan- 
ley, History of the Jewish Church [III], lectures 48, 49; Renan, History of the People 
of Israel, Vols. IV, V; Hausrath, History of the New Testament Times, Pt. I, Div. 
IV; Schurer, The Jewish People in the Times of Jesus Christ, Div. I, Vol. 1,186-325; 
Waddy-Moss, From Malachi to Matthew, chaps. 5-13; Ewald, History of Israel, 
Vol. V, 286-399 ! Graetz, History of the Jews, Vol. I, chaps. 22-4, Vol. II, chaps. 
1-3 ; HlTZlG, Geschichte des Volkes Israel, Vol. II ; Conder, Judas Maccabaus ; 
Weisse, Judas Makkabaeus; Derenbourg, Essai sur V Histoire et la Geographic de la 
Palestine, 59—112 ; Wellhausen, Die Pharisaer und die Sadducder; Commentaries 
on the Books of the Maccabees by Wace, Bissell, Fairweather, and others. 

§5. I. THE JEWS UNDER THE SELEUCTD^E. 

Josephus, Ant., xii, 1-4. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 186-99 ; Graetz, Vol. I, 
434-56 ; Ewald, Vol. V, 256-306. 

1. Alexander the Great. 2. Palestine subject to Syria. 3. The 
rise of Hellenistic influences. 4. The two tendencies among the Jews. 

§ 6. II. ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, AND THE REVOLT OF THE PIOUS. 

Josephus, Ant., xii, 5-7; 1 Mace. 1-4 ; 2 Mace. 4-1 1. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 
199-212; Graetz, Vol. I, 457-87. 

1. The policy of Antiochus (IV) Epiphanes. 2. The decline of 
the high-priesthood. 3. The plundering of Jerusalem. 4. The dese- 
cration of the temple, and the anti-Judaistic legislation. 5. The crisis. 
6. The uprising of Mattathias and the Pious. 6. The beginnings of 
the struggle. 

§7. III. JUDAS MACCABEUS (165-61) AND THE REESTABLISHMENT OF 
RELIGIOUS INDEPENDENCE. 

Josephus, Ant., xii, 8-1 1 ; 1 Mace. 5-9, 22 ; 2 Mace. 12-15. Schurer, Div. I, 
212-33; Graetz, Vol. I, 487-505 ; Ewald, Vol. V, 306-23. 
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i. The man. 2. The first battles. 3. The reestablishment of 
temple worship. 4. The beginnings at reconstructing the Jewish state. 

5. The establishment of religious independence and the defeat of the 
Hellenistic party. 7. The supremacy and fall of Judas. 

§8. IV. JONATHAN (161-43) AND THE BEGINNINGS OF NATIONALITY. 

Josephus, Ant., xiii, 1-6; 1 Mace. 9:23 — 10:20. Schurer, Div. I, Vol.1, 
234-54; Graetz, Vol. I, 505-20 ; Ewald, Vol. V, 324-34. 

1. The Jewish party after the death of Judas. 2. Complications in 
Syrian politics favor Jonathan. 3. The new theocracy (153)- 4- For- 
eign relations of the new dynasty. 5. The new phase in Jewish history. 

6. The death of Jonathan. 

§9. V. SIMON (142-35) AND PRACTICAL INDEPENDENCE. 

Josephus, Ant., xiii, 6, 7 ; 1 Mace. 13:31 — 16:22. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 
I, 255-71 ; Ewald, Vol. V, 334-2; Graetz, Vol. I, 521-51. 

1. The significance of Simon. 2. The release from tribute to Syria 
(143-2). 3. The organization of the Jewish state. 4. National pros- 
perity. 5. The nation at his death. 

§10. VI. JOHN HYRCANUS (l35-I05)AND COMPLETE POLITICAL INDE- 
PENDENCE. 

Josephus, Ant., xiii, 8-10. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 272-90; Ewald, Vol. V, 
342-84; Graetz, Vol.11, 1-34. 

1. Initial difficulties of his reign. 2. The interference of Rome. 
3 The period of conquest. 4. Rise of Pharisees and Sadducees. 5. 
Change in party alliance by John. 6. The state at his death. 

§ II. VII. THE LATER MACCABEES. 

Josephus, Ant., xiii, 11-16. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 290-312 ; Ewald. Vol. V, 
385-93 ; Graetz, Vol. II, 35-56. 

1. Aristobulus I and Antigonus I (105-4). 2. Alexander Jan- 
naeus (104-78) and civil dissensions. 3. Alexandra (78-69). 

§ 12. VIII. THE ROMAN CONQUEST. 

Josephus, Ant., xiv, 1-4 ; Wars, i, 7 : 3-5. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 313-25 ; 
Ewald, Vol. V, 394-9 ; Graetz, Vol. II, 57-77. 

1. Aristobulus II and Hyrcanus II (69-63). 2. The decision of 
Scaurus. 3. The decision of Pompey. 4. The capture of Jerusalem. 
5. The new phase in Jewish history. 

§ 13. IX. GENERAL VIEW OF THE MACCABEAN PERIOD. 

i. General course of its history. 2. The character given to the 
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national spirit. 3. Its position in Jewish literary history. 4. Its 
influence upon the New Testament period proper. 

II. 

THE IDUMEANS. 
Schurer, The Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ, Div. I, Vol. I, 371-468; 
Vol. II, 1-105 ; Graetz, History of the Jews, Vol. II, chaps. 4-7 ; Renan, History of the 
People of Israel, Vol. V ; Ewald, History of Israel, Vols. V, VI ; Stanley, His- 
tory of the Jewish Church, Vol. Ill ; Morrison, The Jews under Roman Rule; Waddy- 
Moss, From Malachi to Matthew; Hausrath, History of New Testament Times, Pt. 
I, Vol. II ; Milman, History of the Jews, Books X-XVI ; Vickers, History of Herod; 
DE Saulcy, Histoire d'Herode; Lewin, Fasti Sacri, 8-54. 

§ 14. I. HYRCANUS II. 

Josephus, Ant., xiv, 5-13; Wars, i, 8-13. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. 1,371-99; 
Ewald, Vol. V, 394-412 ; Stanley, Vol. Ill, 408-21. 

1. The first status of Hyrcanus II. 2. Antipater. 3. Charter of 
Julius Caesar. 4. Rise of the family of Antipater. 5. Palestine during 
the civil wars. 6. Political end of Hyrcanus II. 

§ 15. II. HEROD I AND THE CHANGE OF DYNASTY. 

Josephus, Ant., xiv, 4-16; Wars, i, 14-18. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 392-9; 
Ewald, Vol. V, 411-16; Graetz, Vol. II, chaps. 4, 5; Stanley, Vol. Ill, 419-23. 

1. Antigonus and the Parthians. 2. Defeat of Hyrcanus II and his 
friends. 3. Herod's appeal and visit to Rome. 4. His appointment 
as king. 5. The defeat of Antigonus and the establishment of the 
Herodian family. 

§ 16. III. THE REIGN OF HEROD I (37-4 B. C.). 

Joseihus, Ant., xv-xvii, 8; Wars, i, 18-33. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. I, 416-67 ; 
Ewald, Vol. V, 417-49 ; Hausrath, Pt. 1, Vol. I, 207 — II, 60; Stanley, chap. 50. 

1. The man. 2. Position as rex socius. 3. The period of contest 
and consolidation. 4. The years of prosperity. 5. The period of 
tyranny. 6. General character and results of his reign. 7. His will. 

§ 17. IV. ARCHELAUS (4 B. C.-6 A. D.). 

Josephus, Ant., xvii, 9 — xviii, 1-4, 8 ; Wars, ii, 1-10. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II, 
1-9,38-43; Ewald, Vol. V, 449-57; Graetz, Vol. II, 118-28; Hausrath, Pt. 1, 
Vol. II, 67-70. 

1. Disturbances after Herod's death. 2. The decision of Augustus. 
3. The character of Archelaus. 4. Character of his reign. 

§ l8. V. HEROD ANTIPAS (4 B. C.-30 A. D.). 

Josephus, Ant., xviii, 2 : 1, 3 ; 4:5; 5:1-3; 7:1-12; Wars, ii, 9:1, 6. 
Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II, 17-38 ; Ewald, Vol. VI, 74-81 ; Hausrath, Pt. 1, Vol. II, 
63-7- 



124 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

i. His territory. 2. General character of his reign. 3. Domestic 
matters. 4. Fall. 

Note. — John the Baptist in Josephus (Ant., xviii, 5), and the gospels (Mark 
6:14-28; Matt. 14 : 1-II ; Luke 3 : 19 seq., 9 17-9 ; 13:31; 23:7-12). 

§ 19. VI. PHILIP (4 B. C.-34 A. D.). 

Josephus, Ant., xviii, 2:1; 4:6; 6:10; Wars, ii, 9:1-6. Schurer, Div. 
I, Vol. II, 10-16 ; Ewald, Vol. VI, 71-4 ; Hausrath, Pt. 1, Vol. II, 61-3. 

1. His territory. 2. General character of his reign. 

III. 

THE ROMANS. 

Schurer, The Jewish People in the Time of Christ, Div. I, Vol. II, 150-321; 
Mommsen, Provinces of the Roman Empire, Vol. II, chap. 2 ; Rbmische Staatsverwal- 
tung, Vol. I, 392 seq.; Arnold, Roman Provincial Administration ; Kellner, Die 
kaiserlichen Procuratoren von Judda (Zeitschrift fiir katholische Theologie, 1888, 
t>l,oseq.); Ewald, Vol. VII, History of Israel '; MORRISON, The Jews under Roman Rule; 
Hausrath, The History of New Testament Times, Pt. 2 ; Milman, The History of the 
Jews; Lewin, The Siege of Jerusalem by Titus; de Saulcy, Les derniers jours de 
Jerusalem. 

§ 20. I. THE ROMAN PROVINCE OF JUDEA. 

Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II, 43-79 ; Mommsen, Vol. II, chap. 2 ; Morey, Rome 
and the Provinces. 

i. Roman provincial administration in general. 2. The relation 
of the tetrarchs to Rome. 3. The office of procurator. 4. Organiza- 
tion of Judea, with special consideration of taxation. 5. The powers 
granted the Sanhedrin. 6. Character of the administration of the pro- 
curators, 6-41 A. D. (Coponius, 6-9 (?); Marcus Ambivius, 9-12 (?) ; 
Annius Rufus, 12-15 ( ? ) ; Valerius Gratus, 15-26 ; Pontius Pilate, 26- 
36; Marcellus, 36-7; Marullus, 37-41)- 

§ 21. II. HEROD AGRIPPA I (37-44). 

Josephus, Ant., xviii, 6; xix, 5-9 ; Wars, ii, 9-1 1. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II. 
150-65; Ewald, Vol. VII, 236-47,257-70; Graetz, Vol. II, 175-201. 

1. Early life. 2. Made king. 3. Additions to his territory. 4. 
General character of his reign. 5. His death. 

§22. III. HEROD AGRIPPA II (50-IO0). 

Schurer, Div. I, Vol.11, 191-206; Graetz, Vol. II, 234-8. 

1 Early life. 2. Made king. 3. His relations with the Jews. 

§ 23. IV. ROMAN ADMINISTRATION (44-66). 

Josephus, Ant., xx, 1, 5-11; Wars, ii, 11-14. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II, 167-91; 
Ewald, Vol. VII, 412-26, 479-85- 
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1. General character of this period (Fadus, 44-? ; Alexander, ?-48 ; 
Cumanus, 48-52 ; Felix, 52-60 ; Festus, 60-2 ; Albinus, 62-4 ; Floras, 
64-6). 2. Events leading to the outbreak in 66. 

Note. — The dates of the succession of procurators, with special reference to 
administration of Felix. For the earlier dates : O. Holtzmann, Neutest. Zeitgesch., 
129-31; Harnack, Chronologie der altchristlichen Literatur bis Eusebius, Vol. I; 
McGlFFERT, Apostolic Age, 356-9. For dates here given (or approximately the same), 
Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II, 182 n.; Conybeare and Howson, Life of St. Paul. See 
also criticism of earlier dates, Ramsay, Expositor, March, 1897; Christie, New 
World, October, 1897; Mathews, Biblical World, November, 1897. 

§ 24. V. THE FALL OF THE JEWISH STATE (66-70). 

Josephus, Wars, ii, 14-vii; Life, iv-lxxiv. Schurer, Div. I, Vol. II, 207-56; 
Ewald, Vol. VII, 486-616 ; Milman, bks. 14-17; Graetz, Vol. II, 238-314 ; Haus- 

RATH, Pt. 2, Vol. IV, 187-245. 

i. The outbreak of the revolution. 2. The moderate revolutionists 
and the first struggles. 3. The war in Galilee. 4. The progress of 
the revolution in Jerusalem. 5. The capture of Jerusalem. 9. Last 
struggles. 7. Palestine after the revolution. 8. The significance of 
the new period to Judaism and Christianity. 

[To be continued in March number.] 



